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The celebration began informally
yesterday but will continue over the
course of the week. There are going to
be about 600,000 people participating in
the celebration from around the world.

As one looks out from the front of
the Capitol steps, they see the plat-
forms for singers, dancers, and story-
tellers, representing nearly 40 Amer-
ican Indian communities, performing
over the course of the week.

The museum is fascinating, and I
wanted to bring that to everybody’s at-
tention. Again, I know the Democratic
leader and myself will be participating
in the opening of those ceremonies
today.

———

INTELLIGENCE REFORM

Mr. FRIST. Another quick update on
our progress along reform in terms of
our intelligence operations, both with-
in the Senate and outside the Senate
with regard to the executive branch.
The markup in the Governmental Af-
fairs Committee has begun, with the
leadership of Senator COLLINS and Sen-
ator LIEBERMAN. Senator DASCHLE and
I had directed that committee in late
July to appropriately respond with leg-
islation to the 9/11 Commission rec-
ommendations. The committee’s legis-
lation, as has been presented and is
being marked up, does just that. I as-
sume that process will go on over the
course of the next several days. There
will be amendments and modifications
on issues such as the national intel-
ligence director and how much author-
ity will be given the national counter-
terrorism center. The bill tracks very
closely with the plans and decisions
that have been put forward by the 9/11
Commission, although we have learned
a lot since even that Commission re-
port has been written, and also with
plans put forth by the White House. All
of that is being considered by that
committee.

Next week we will be bringing this to
the Senate floor for a full debate. It
has been a very thoughtful process.
The 9/11 Commission report came out
in late July. We in this body have gone
nonstop through late July, August, and
now September, building on the foun-
dation of really 2 or 3 years of work
where we have looked at reform and
appropriate organizational reorganiza-
tion.

As the Democratic leader and I men-
tioned, October 8 is when we will be
leaving, and it would be our objective,
with the will of the Senate, to be able
to complete the legislation before that
time.

The other arm that Senator DASCHLE
and I addressed by establishing a vehi-
cle through which it could be addressed
is the whole issue of what we do inside
this body in terms of organizational re-
organization to oversee the intel-
ligence operations by the executive
branch and the 15 intelligence agencies.
That task force has met several times,
both at the staff level and at the Mem-
ber level. I know they have more meet-
ings planned for this week.
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The goal would be for them to come
up with specific recommendations for
leadership to improve our oversight
functions.

So a lot is going on. As we set out,
the real focus of this month or this pe-
riod of time since the recess and until
October 8 is the safety and security of
the American people. We are working
in a bipartisan way to do just that.

One last thing, the Senate Intel-
ligence Committee will favorably re-
port out PORTER GOSS shortly and the
entire Senate will be able to confirm
him this week. As I mentioned in my
opening remarks, it is important to do
so. It only makes sense that we have
the post of Director of Central Intel-
ligence be filled at this important
time. PORTER GOSS is a highly capable
man and leader, with a strong back-
ground and a lot of experience in intel-
ligence matters. He will be able to lead
the intelligence community through
this period of reform.

There is a lot going on today in
Washington and on the Senate floor,
with the appropriations process, with
intelligence organization and reorga-
nization. We have now a little over 2
weeks to complete a very full agenda
but one that the American people de-
serve and on which we will deliver.

I yield the floor.

RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY
LEADER
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The Democratic leader is recog-
nized.

INTELLIGENCE REFORM

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, I will
comment on the progress that the ma-
jority leader referenced with regard to
both the Governmental Affairs Com-
mittee work as well as the task force.
This is one of those, unfortunately, all
too rare occurrences where there is
real bipartisan partnership and partici-
pation. Both Senator COLLINS and Sen-
ator LIEBERMAN deserve great credit
for bringing the committee to a point
where they can begin the markup this
morning. It is our expectation that we
will address that important legislation
next week. In fact, we have made a de-
cision that on Thursday we will have a
special caucus just to talk about the
legislation. I hope we can work
through that bill and complete it, as
the majority leader has proposed.

Also, Senator REID and Senator
MCCONNELL have done an outstanding
job in narrowing the focus, as we look
at ways with which to improve over-
sight. That, too, is on track. It would
be my hope that we would complete
our work on congressional reorganiza-
tion as well before the end of this ses-
sion. Given the progress they have
made, I am optimistic about our pros-
pects for doing exactly that.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Before I get into my leader time, I

ask unanimous consent that during the
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first hour of time allocated to the
Democratic caucus that Senator KEN-
NEDY be given the first 20 minutes, Sen-
ator HARKIN be given 10 minutes, and
then Senator LINCOLN 15 minutes, Sen-
ator CONRAD 20 minutes, and Senator
DAYTON 10 minutes in the second hour.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———————

OPENING OF THE SMITHSONIAN
INSTITUTION’S NATIONAL MU-
SEUM OF THE AMERICAN INDIAN

Mr. DASCHLE. Mr. President, this is
a happy and historic day for all Ameri-
cans, and especially for the First
Americans. Right now, about a dozen
blocks from this Capitol, an estimated
15- to 20,000 Native Americans rep-
resenting tribes from South Dakota to
South America are beginning a grand
procession down Pennsylvania Avenue.
The procession is the largest gathering
ever of American Indians in our Na-
tion’s Capital. As someone from South
Dakota, proud homeland of the Great
Sioux Nation, I can tell you, it is an in-
credibly beautiful sight.

The procession marks the beginning
of a week-long festival in Washington
celebrating the opening of the spectac-
ular new National Museum of the
American Indian. The new museum—
part of the Smithsonian Institution—is
America’s only national museum dedi-
cated to Native Americans. And it is
the largest museum in the world dedi-
cated to telling the story of indigenous
people in their own authentic voices.
Every detail reflects the views of Na-
tive people, from the text of the exhib-
its to the menu in the museum res-
taurant. The building itself was de-
signed by the famed Native architect,
Douglas Cardinal. Its curved exterior
walls, made of rough-hewn limestone,
suggest the ancient cliff dwellings of
the American Southwest.

Inside those walls are 8,000 extraor-
dinary artifacts representing more
than 10,000 years of history from more
than 1,000 indigenous communities
fromas far north as Alaska and as far
south as Chile. The museum includes
three permanent exhibits. “Our
Universes’” features the spiritual be-
liefs of native communities, including
the Oglala Sioux Tribe. ““‘Our Peoples”
looks at historical events through na-
tive eyes. “‘Our Lives” focuses on na-
tive people today. There is also space
for changing exhibits of artwork by
contemporary Native artists, and large
spaces for Native American ceremonies
and performances. In this museum, Na-
tive people and communities are not
anthropological oddities or historical
footnotes. They are not stereotypes.
They are vibrant, living cultures.

I want to commend the museum’s di-
rector, Dr. Richard West, a member of
the Southern Cheyenne nation, and all
of museum’s dedicated staff and volun-
teers, who have worked so hard to
make the dream a reality, including
assistant curator Emil Her Many
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